
 

 

 

Join us for NECA’s Annual Fuels Conference, an event dedicated to exploring the future of natural gas, the commercialization of fossil fuel alternatives, 

and the evolving landscape of low carbon fuel standard markets. This conference brings together industry leaders, policymakers, researchers, and 

innovators to discuss the critical developments shaping the future of energy. Through insightful presentations, panel discussions, and networking 

opportunities, we aim to explore sustainable pathways, cutting-edge technologies, and regulatory frameworks essential for advancing the transition 

towards a cleaner and more sustainable energy future. 

PROGRAM

8:30 am Registration and Continental Breakfast 

 Sponsor: Gaz Métro LNG 

9:00 am Opening Remarks 

 

Shaela Collins, Senior Power Policy Advisor - U.S. 

Corporate Relations, Shell USA and NECA President 

9:15 am Keynote: Natural Gas Supply & Demand 

Fundamentals and Roundup of Market Forces 

 

Introduction: Jonathan Carroll, Senior Director, 

Business Development – USA, Énergir and Conference 

Co-Chair 

 

Speaker: Matthew Piatek, Director, Gas, Power & 

Climate Solutions, S&P Global Commodity Insights 

10:00 am Morning Break 

10:15 am Panel I: Future of Gas – Consumers, Laws and the 

Energy Transition 

 

Moderator: Alana Daly, Vice President of 

Communications & Public Policy, Northeast Gas 

Association 

 Marc Brown, Vice President, State Affairs 

Consumer Energy Alliance 

 Anastasia Daou, Vice President of Policy & Public 

Affairs, NAIOP Massachusetts 

 Bill Harwood, Maine Public Advocate 

Office of the Public Advocate 

 Melissa Lavinson, Executive Director  

Massachusetts Office of Energy Transformation 

11:30 am Keynote: A Critical Assessment of the IEA’s Net Zero 
Scenario. Will Banning Hydrocarbons in New England 
Accelerate Net Zero Goals? 
 
Introduction: Andreas Thanos, Energy & Policy 
Consultant, ADThanos Company 

 

 Speaker: Batt Odgerel, Director – Energy Transition 
Research, Energy Policy Research Foundation, Inc. 

 
 Notepads & Pens Sponsor: StoneTurn 

12:15 pm Lunch 

Sponsor: Global Partners LP 

1:00 pm Panel II: Emerging Applications for Biodiesel and 
Renewable Diesel 
 
Moderator: Catie Kerns, Senior Vice President, 
Corporate Affairs & Sustainability, Global Partners LP 
 

Dr. Jenny Frank, Research Associate, NORA and 
Assistant Professor of Energy Resources 
Economics, SUNY ESF  
 

Matt Leuck, Technical Manager, Neste 
 

Keith Sampson, Senior Vice President, Energy Services 
Competitive Energy Services, LLC 
 

Anthony Silecchia, Vice President of Acquisitions & 
Industry Affairs, Star Group LP 
 

Shahbaz Soofi, Climate Strategy Manager 
Massachusetts Port Authority 

 

2:15 pm Afternoon Break 
Sponsor: Enbridge 
     

2:30 pm Panel III: Low Carbon Fuel Standards – What Are They 

and Why Do They Work So Well? 

 

Moderator: Stephen Dodge, Director of State 

Regulatory Affairs, Clean Fuels Alliance America 
 

Rich Kassel, Partner, AJW Inc. 
 

Robin Vercruse, Executive Director 
Low Carbon Fuels Coalition 
 

Floyd Vergara, Senior Policy Advisor 
Clean Fuels Alliance America 
 

3:30 pm Keynote: AI-Driven Energy Decision-making for 
Winter 2024-25 

 
 Introduction: Sara Wilmer, Vice President & Principal 

Levitan & Associates, Inc. and Conference Co-chair 
 
 Speaker: Karl Critz, Chief Technology Officer 

Salient Predictions  
  

4:15 pm  Closing Remarks  



 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

Registration Fees (will increase $25 after September 17)  

NECA Members    $525 
Non-members    $575 
Government Agencies   $275 
Young Professionals Member*  $285 
Young Professionals Non-member* $310 
Full-Time Students   $100 
 
*Professional working in the energy industry less than five years 
 
Registration: Click HERE and select your ticket level. If you do not know your membership status, contact the NECA 
office at (781) 449-5959. The registration fee includes the conference attendance, conference materials, breakfast, 
coffee breaks, and lunch. Substitutions can be made at any time. There is no refund for no-shows.  
 
Hotel:  
Hotel suggestions are listed on the events page. 
 
Certificates of Attendance Available 
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